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'million people stop by the area

ind Israels Plads every year, making it
Jrban Living Room equal to the size
h;e entire population of Denmark.




> than 250,000 people travel

Eh Ngrreport Station every day.
“makes it the busiest urban space
enmark — an Urban Living Room
;huge diversity of Copenhageners.

e the renovated station opened, the
ber of pedestrians in the surrounding
e:ts has grown by 57%.
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an as book lending in Denmark is declining _
one million books every year, the number of RN & 4 r A . e
ual library visitors has remained at a steady LT 4 . | N e B
million. Today, more than 50% of the visitors i g e
to places like the library in Nordvest not to
ock anything out, but to relax or meet friends.
e library offers a shared space, an Urban

ing Room for everyone..
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By 2040, another 100,000 children are
)" 'e in Copenhagen. Forfatter-
ften is one of many new
”'fﬂ utions — Urban Living
fie fiext generations.




This book is about architecture — not just how it
affects the development of our cities, but how it
sets the conditions for peoples’ daily lives.

Our urban culture is rapidly transforming from
private to public, challenging our lifestyles by
requiring us to negotiate much more frequently
between interior and exterior environments. This
sets new demands for a successful, liveable city.

The number of urban events today outnumbers
the number of home events during an average
person’s week. This new urban culture sets the
agenda for our daily lives and gives rise to new
requirements for the physical layout of our cities.

What if the city was your personal responsibil-
ity? How would you inhabit it and treat it? What
if we applied the social qualities of our homes
to the city? We could treat every single public
space - every new building, every street and every
corner of the city — as an extension of our homes.
We could design them with the same care and
attention to detail that we in Scandinavia devote
to our homes. But instead of private retreats, they
would become spaces for social interaction. Per-
haps then, our cities would, at long last, function
as urban living rooms for everyone.
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Our city is our home, and that quality is what
underpins the success of Copenhagen today.

The more we care for it — as architects, but more
importantly as Copenhageners ourselves — the
better we will treat it. The better it is designed,
the more people will want to live well in our city
and take pride in it. This is not a matter of beauty,
elegance, or wealth but a story of social liveability
and urban democracy. We look to successful
interventions like the Copenhagen bicycle lanes,
an urban democratic mobility that shapes our
everyday lives and thus becomes part of our life-
style and identity as well as the backbone of our
healthy, congestion-free city.

This book is a compendium of what we have
learnt from our urban experiments in Copenhagen.
To catalyse the transformation process, we often
begin with questions. Why does infrastructure dic-
tate the vast majority of public spaces? How can
we use cultural interventions as a tool for repairing
socially segregated neighbourhoods? Why do we
treat old buildings like trash when we could turn
them into treasures? How do we accommodate
our children in the best possible way? How do we

involve and activate citizens in a way that makes
the transformation of the city relevant to every-
one? How do we meet the needs of future Copen-
hageners in new integrated neighbourhoods?

The search for answers to these questions
reveals the power of architecture: that the quality
of our urban environment is the key to creating a
better, healthier, and even more beautiful every-
day life.

Welcome to Copenhagen
— Our Urban Living Room

On behalf of Cobe,
Dan Stubbergaard.
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1 the 1970s and 1980s, Dron-
ing Louises Bro was a heavily
ongested street dominated by
ars and trams.

Dronning Louises Bro, 1980s Dronning Louises Bro, 2015

Today, due to a simpie exten-
sion of the pedestrian and
bicycle lanes, the bridge has
become one of the hippest
hang-outs in Copenhagen.
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From Infrastructure to Public Space

Tower of Pisa Statue of Liberty
56 metres. 93 metres.
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Liveability and way of living as a city icon
Copenhagen is a small city with no significant
landmark attractions. When tourists visit the most
famous landmark, the 1.25-metre-tall statue of
the Little Mermaid, they laugh at its petite size.
But architectural and artistic monuments are not
what draw people to Copenhagen. Instead, a series
of successful urban developments has created a
new kind of urban attraction. The city has become
known for the way it is used and designed, and for
its high quality of life.

This phenomenon is not the result of any single
factor but of a mix of successful developments in
a variety of fields during the last several decades.
The Danish welfare model, the healthy food
revolution, the bicycle culture and the revitalization
of urban space has created a cocktail of liveability

and happiness that is now world-famous.

Introduction

&
Big Ben The Little Mermaid
96 metres. 1.25 metres.
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Copenhagen’s bicycle culture in particular has
caught on as a symbol of modern living. It is the
icon of an attractive urban lifestyle that combines
efficient green mobility, and leisure. Thus, the
main tourist attraction is not a museum or a piece
of architecture but an overall urban experience.

The Copenhagen attraction is a way of life -
cruising around the city, not on a tourist bus but
on a city bike. And it is the ability to enjoy a sunfiy
summer afternoon by jumping into the harbour, our
collective urban swimming pool.

The Bicycle Bridgs
Dissing + Weltling Architecture




Copenhagen was a city
sts with up to 400,000
riding their bikes in and
he centre every day.

s: As a result of the sub-
ization of the 60s, cars
yver as the main mode of
portation. Bicycie lanes
cancelled to make room
r parks.

0s: The bicycle lanes were

Introduction

From Infrastructure to Public Space

",

R
W (7 ol REREN
nr:_, WiasaE -

*"'h AT L L Yoy, - ap il S kel R L

aimed in the streets, once
n separating the bicycles
1 cars. This marks the
inning of Copenhagen's
ond bicycle era.
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Bicycle traffic in Copenhagen 1930-2030.
Measured in bicycles coming in and out of the city center.
Source: Danmarks Statistik.

The battlefield of the Copenhagen streets and
the creation of a bicycle city

Historically, Copenhagen was not designed for cars.
The dense medieval centre of narrow streets was
created for horses and carriages. In those days,
transportation by horse was only available to the
rich. Most people moved on foot through the city,
and the streets were crowded with pedestrian traffic.

When the bicycle was intreduced in the 1890s,
it radically changed the way people used the city.
The development of new outlying residential neigh-
bourhoods such as Vesterbro and Ngrrebro — today
the most vibrant and attractive urban areas of the
city — was a direct result of the invention and the
eventual popularity of bikes. It became possible for
working-class people to move out of the old city
and beyond the fortification walls, because they
could now bike to work in the crowded city centre.

Horse lanes were gradually transformed into
bicycle lanes, transforming Copenhagen into a
bicycle city.

In the post-war 1950s and 60s, an upturn in the
global economy made it possible for working-class
people fo own a car, and the fabric of Copenhagen
once again changed. People no longer wanted to
live in the worn-down city centre, which at the
time was very dense and in poor condition after the

war. The car enabled a new and attractive alterna-

1970 1980 1990 2000

tive: owning a house with a garden in the romantic
suburbs and commute to work in the hectic city.

In the 60s, Copenhagen became a city with a
car-dominated infrastructure. In those years, the
growing density of cars slowly turned public spaces
into vast landscapes dedicated to car parks, and
urban life suffered. The former horse —and bike —
lanes were turned into street-side parking spaces,
stifling the street life of the city.

Today, the city has transformed once again.
Now, many people choose to stay and live in the
city centre. The worn-down city that we escaped in
the 50s and 60s has transformed into one of the
most liveable cities in the world. This second wave
of densification has had a unique impact on the
way we use and design the city today. Copenhagen
has yet again become a city for people.
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2s should not only promote the

st and most convenient bicycle

es possible, but at the same time
/ide beautiful public environments
re infrastructure and public spaces
ucompletely intertwined as a single
En organism.

Learning from Copenhagen - towards a city
for people
The transformation of the Copenhagen streets and
the return of a new bicycle and pedestrian era rais-
es a new set of chalienges. How to accommodate
the 650,000 bicycles that exist in Copenhagen,
without filling public spaces with cramped bicycle
parking areas? How to create an inclusive public
space for the 1,000 new inhabitants that arrive in
Copenhagen each month? And how to interlay all
modes of traffic to enhance mobility while at the
same time creating beautiful urban living rooms?
The challenges Copenhagen currently faces
might be specific to the local geography, but they
may still serve as inspiration for solving the global
challenges related to mobility and urban space
development faced by cities worldwide. Already,

introduction

the Copenhagen-style bicycle lane has become a
global model exported almost 1:1 to many other
cities, but it should not end there.

Public streets must also be urban spaces —
places not only for flow, but also for social in-
teraction.

At the same time it has to be as easy to walk,
bike or use public transport as it is to drive.

Cities should not only promote the most con-
venient bicycle routes possible but also provide
beautiful public environments where infrastructure
and public spaces are completely intertwined as
a single urban organism.

From Infrastructure to Public Space

Nyhavn before 1980.

Nyhavn 2016
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The decentralization of the 60s
created a car-dominated city
throughout the 70s and 80s.
Commuters drove in from the
suburbs every day, generating
heavy traffic all over the city.

Today the city looks very
different. Extended pavements
and additional bicycle lanes
have turned the streets into
infrastructure for people.

The transformation of the
streetscape has had a

positive effect, as 45% of
Copenhageners bike to work
every day.




Ngrreport Station:
Public infrastructure is public space!

Ngrreport Station is the busiest train station in
Denmark, with more than 250,000 people bust-
ling through it daily. Since the 60s, the station
has developed into a vast and chaotic intersection
in the middle of the city. The idea behind the new
station was to give Ngrreport back to the people
by reorganizing the flow and the infrastructural
hierarchy of the space. Imagine how people would
naturally move if they were released from the con-
straints of cars, bicycle stands and traffic lights.
This study became the basis for the new station,
which provides an open and efficient public space
designed specifically for the needs of the people
using it. The new station is not only a station,

but an urban landscape for people. It transforms
Copenhagen’s busiest space into a single unified
flow and becomes an integrated part of the
pulsating city around it.
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Before the car invasion in

6A
{ Ngrreport Station is a historical ! B _—
public transport hub and the : (S) 2 _ 1 _ .  the60s, Ngrmeport was a
] busiest station in Denmark, BA 3 - ’ —— T e = lively space for people. The
m o e o ' - 5 m station later became a chaotic
| and 20,000 biycles busTe SA 6 - 6 distribution line of trams,
cars and buses, neglecting

through it daily.
pedestrians and cyclists.

Public transportation: train, Metro, and bus routes.

Ngrreport Station 1950,

Cyclist density.
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Ngtreport is a historical part of
Copenhagen and is meaningful
to many people. The proposal
to renew the station sparked

a public debate about the
structure and modernization of
the city in general.

Ritt Bjerregaard.
Former Lord Mayor of Copenhagen.

Sgren Ulrik Thomsen.
Danish Poet.

“When | see in the plans for the renovated Ngrreport that the part
of Ngrre Voldgade which is closest to the city centre is to be closed
off to motor traffic and replaced by a ‘safe’ pedestrian zone, | fear
that the kettle will go off the boil in favour of a lazy fog of people

tottering around in flip-flops and soft-serve ice cream.”

“The area around Ngrreport is in need of radical revitalization in
a process that tackles bicycle parking and traffic issues to cre-
ate a train station and an urban space that is a pleasant experi-
ence for people to use on an everyday basis.”

Statement from the competition brief in 2009.

“It takes some traffic for the great festival of the
city to really pick up steam: | love the noisy throng
of automobiles, bikes, buses, lorries, taxis —as well
as pedestrians running red lights and jumping for
their lives. |f you're hanging out on a barstool by
the window at Café Dolores, you can physically
see the release of pressure when commuters just
burst out of the underground. And, yes, it smells
of urine, and rusty bikes are piling up, and you're
constantly accosted by toothless beggars and bus-
ybody world-improvers while fast food wrappers
flutter around your feet, of course they do, given
that we're in the middle of a hurricane and not in
the prim comfort of the parlour. Ngrreport is too
much, but anything less would be too little. The
place is not meant for lingering, just for sensing the
rush for the minute and a half that it takes to pass.

When | see in the plans for the renewed Ngrre-
port that the part of Ngrre Voldgade which is closest
to the city centre is to be closed off to motor traffic
and replaced by a ‘safe’ pedestrian zone, | fear that
kettle will go off the boil, in favour of a lazy fog of
people tottering around in flip-flops and soft-serve
ice cream. And when | read in the same text that
the area is to be planted with trees (and moss, g0
figure) in order to create ‘an inspiring city space’,
all | can think is: Oh, come off it! Ngrreport is an
inspiring city space, a paved lightning strike of a
transit zone in which, thank God, no mMoss grows
and which neither is nor should be recreational,
but which is nevertheless only a few steps away
from as many as three parks. And if you walk to
the platform and get on an S-train, after seven

minutes, you'll be seeing green all the way from
here to the west coast . Why is the word ‘green’ so
sacrosanct that all arguments must cease whenever
it is brought up, and why can't we have one small
piece of compact urbanity in Denmark, a country
which, with this one small exception, is already
one giant fawn? Remember that in this country
we really only have four or five proper cities, only
one of which is a big city, and that in this one big
city there are only @ few places where the energy
explodes and the atmosphere is condensed into the
truly metropolitan, the way we know it from places
like Tottenham Court Road in London, Belleville
in Paris, or Union Square in New York. Ngrreport
is one place like that. As we know now, from other
ever-so-well-designed new building projects, an
urban atmosphere is not the sort of thing you can
plan for, but something which, over the course of
many years and thanks to the fortunate confluence
of a thousand more or less random factors, might —
just might — emerge and grow on its own."”

From the essay “Tribute to Narreport” from pho-
tographer Klaus Holting’s book, “Ngrreport Station”.

Nerreport Station, 2007.
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In wintertime, the station
showed that it has a voice and
a life of its own by revealing the
organic pathways drawn on its
snowy surface. The pathways,
created by people’s movement
in and around the station,
clearly showed us where there
was a need for passages, shel-
ter and bicycle storage.
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pedestrian flow was the

 design parameter for the ! l
Ngrreport Station. The '

ances to the underground

'orms became the starting

t of the new station design,

hey were fixed and could

be moved. A study was

ducted to determine how

ple moved to and from

e entrances. When mapped

, the movements formed

anic curves of flow across : ¢
urban space. 5 B

— |

B L

he station elements were
ranged in between the main
ow lines to make the best use
f areas with heavy traffic. This
rovides optimal access to bicy-
le parking, kiosks, toilets, and
icket stands without disrupting
he natural flow of movement.
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From Infrastructure to Public Space

Two busy roads used to seal
Ngrreport off from the rest of
the city like an isolated island
in a chaotic traffic space.

Reorganizing the traffic of cars
towards the north provided the
Station with an extended public
space and a new connection to
the medieval city to the south.

Ngrreport Station

From Infrastructure to Public Space

Ngrreport before.

Ngrreport Station

Ngrreport after.
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Ngrreport Station

From Infrastructure to Public Space
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A station becomes an urban space

Ngrreport Station is an anchor point for infrastruc-
ture in Copenhagen, but it does not have a spec-
tacular tower, a clear centre, or a main entrance.
It is a different kind of station —a completely open
space consisting of variations of organic suspended
roofs and pathways that fluently integrate with
the city around it. It is a space of constant flow
that one gradually becomes part of as one moves

with the stream of people to and from the many

underground platforms. :

The transparency and clarity of the station 1S
created by lowering the bicycle parking into the
surface and by emphasizing the ventilation tow_ers
as free-standing light sculptures and information
columns. All functions and stairs related to the
platforms below are placed together under largé:

hovering roof structures.

Stagzre] CIOmDact C.ity blocks on both sides of the
i r(;eaf\y define Ngrreport as a public space.
e uch-needed gpen expanse in one of the
S tmSarts of the cnt).f. The views along the tree
ter\a(,:in uugderground. |nfrastructure, and the in-
s Staior: an Space§ invite people to flow through
B o and out into the city. The program-
2 ents on the surface are strategically

and designed to provide unobstructed

""'I]'-.‘.T.:T‘-! : V.
REAERHEREES

ym B R AR 5

" - - N Y

movement throughout the urban space and down
to the platforms.

The roofs hover like a cluster of clouds atop the

individual station elements. In some places, they
provide cover for round glass buildings containing
kiosks and public toilets. In others, they shelter the
staircases leading down to the underground plat-
forms or cover some of the many bicycles parked
at the far end of the station.
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Ngrreport was once a difficult

place to navigate - a traffic
junction where one had to wait
patiently for all the cars and
buses to pass. Now it func-
tions as an important public
space where pedestrians have
reclaimed priority, and the cars

have to drive around.




Lars Brandt.
Daily manager at Ngrreport Bodega since 2013.

Ngrreport Station

“Ngrreport is a place where you're in transit, in motion, and
people tend to be very purposeful when they come here, but if
Ngrrebro is to be perceived as a city space, you need places to

sit down and watch life pass by."”

“Generally, we've been jucky with the transfor-
mation. Ngrreport works well as a whole, and the
choice of materials is amazing. | like the simplicity
of the project, and | think it shows a lot of solidar-
ity that they have chosen o preserve some of the
history of the place, with the old telephone kiosk
and the original typography-

The renovation itself has been hugely chaotic.
it was a rough period, but all is well that ends well.

Ngrreport is one of Denmark’s main traffic hubs,
and for that reason, the people who come here are
a mixed bag. We have a lot of regulars, but we also
get a large number of passers-by.

Ngrreport is a place where you're in transit, in
motion, and people tend to be very purposeful when
they come here, put if Ngrrebro is to be perceived
as a city space, you need places to sit down and
watch life pass by. Our bodega is one of the few
places with outdoor seating, and when the sun is
out, people come pouring in. At the moment, most
people drift over to Israels Plads, if they're planning
to stay out a little longer. | often find that people
have some waiting time between trains, and they're
looking for a place t0 kill that time.

One of the strengths of the new Ngrreport is that
no matter where you stand, you can get a sense
of the entire area.

Therefore, we're a little worried about the cur-
rent situation, where people are starting to set up
stalls, cluttering the city space. It's a little too

much county fair for my liking. What's next? Are
we going to have a carousel or a roller coaster?
{"m surprised that more thought is not put into the
temporary stalls. Everything was just beginning to

look so nice and suddenly, some guy comes along
and sets up shop, a straight-up eyesore which ruins
the whole idea of transparency in the city space.

| don't really feel that anything from the old
Ngrreport is missing. It had gotten much too run

down. Copenhagen has changed —a lot more of us
are taking the bicycle, and you had to address that
situation. It’s a completely different time than it
was back in the 60's when | went to school here.
You had fo make some changes.

Earlier on, they tried placing the bike racks one
on top of the other, but it eventually became clear
that the upper rack was never used. It was a genius
move to lower the racks instead, as it's created a
lot more space and a better view.

We still have a problem with traffic, however.
Both motorists and bicyclists have a fairly anarchis-
tic approach to traffic and the way you get around.
They park wherever they want to and they drive
against fraffic in one-way streets. Maybe people
haven't fully adapted to the idea of Ngrreport s
a city space. People get that you're not allowed
to park on Strgget (pedestrian zone and the main
shopping street in Copenhagen), but they don’t

understand that this place has, in fact, also become
a pedestrian zone.

It is a good thing that they're trying to Jimit
car traffic in the city, but it's a difficult balance
to strike. Some of the area’s residents can't even
park their own cars in the streets where they live,
and | think that's where things are starting to get
a little problematic.”

From Infrastructure to Public Space
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Lagoon

organize thousands
les in a dense urban
“while avoiding clutter
sores?

Tilt and steps

solution was to place
sicycles in well-defined

s slightly lowered into the
nd, as sunken “bicycle

5

—

, this way, the bicycles have
eir designated space and are
ss visually obstructive. The
tands keep the bicycles con-
ained and discourage the users
rom expanding the outer edges
f the parking areas.

Multiple options were tested for
how to efficiently arrange bicy-

cles and still create high-quali-
ty urban spaces around them.




e bicycle beds are

anged to accommodate

= flow of people passing
rough Ngrreport every day.

From Infrastructure to Public Space

Negrreport Station
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From bicycle parking to “bicycle beds"”
The cyclists are a high priority at Ngrreport Sta-
tion. In the stream of people passing through the
station area, efficient and orderly bicycle parking
is situated in small clearly defined islands. These
areas are strategically placed according to the flow
of bicycles from the surrounding streets. Bicycle
parking is not tucked away out of sight but forms
a beautiful and integrated part of the streetscape.
The bicycle parking area at Ngrreport stands out
as a cluster of dense gardens of small light col-
umns. These provide natural pauses in the passage
across the dynamic landscape. Like flowerbeds in
the park, the bicycle parking is lowered 30-50
centimetres into the surface of the ground. They
appear as little pockets on the square, where one
can easily and comfortably park a bicycle before
moving on.

When the bicycles are parked in the sunken
bicycle islands, they offer a clear indication of
where to park and where to walk. At the same time,
the lowered bicycle section provides a calm visual
expression; the bicycles become less dominant,
and one has a clear view across the entire plaza.

The bicycle stands are singular, free-standing
columns that are placed into the pavement of the
overall grid. The circular columns mirror the round-
ed expressions found in the rest of the station
design. The bike stands are arranged at varying
distances to make room for the diverse selection
of bicycles used in the city, from slender racing
bikes to larger Christiania cargo bikes.

From Infrastructure to Public Space

Ngrreport Station
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Ngrreport is designed spe-
cifically for people — based

on observations of the users’
movement patterns. But how do

these same people experience
the results? What is the public
verdict for our public space?

Magnus, 19 and Gro, 23.
Going on a student trip.

“It's nice that there are more exits and more Sp
it could get a little claustrophobic during rush hour, when
to elbow. The spreading of the

day,
everyone was packed in, nose

various pavilions across the area makes it m
parent and easier to get around, and it has
port softer and more open. The space has 0

Ngrreport Station

ace. Back in the

uch more trans-
also made Ngrre-
pened up, and that

makes Ngrreport a pleasant place to be.”

“1t's nice that there are mare exits and more space.
Back in the day, it could get a little claustropho-
bic during rush hour, when everyone was packed
in, nose to elbow. The spreading of the various
pavilions across the area makes it much more
transparent and easier to get around, and it has
also made Ngrreport softer and more open. The
space has opened up, and that makes Ngrreport a
pleasant place to be.

The design of the new Ngrreport stands in
contrast to the beautiful old buildings around it,

L
Gunnar, 84.
Just arrived from the S-Train.

but it would have been strange, anyway, to design
Ngrreport to blend in with the old buildings, since
you'd never be able to capture the soul of the old
stuff. The new Ngrreport is starting to develop its
own soul and personality, and it feels like a natural
part of Copenhagen.

We often use Ngrreport as a meeting place and
a place to hang out, and we have had a hard time
finding a place to be, when so much of the focus
is on commuting and transit.”

“| think it is truly lovely what has happened at
Ngrreport. They should have done this a long time
ago. You've got plenty of space, and it's good 10
move some of the traffic away. It is much easier
to find your way around and it looks much better.
| really think the place has been done justice.

Ngrreport may look a little futuristic, but when
it has been done this well, { don't mind.”

From Infrastructure to Public Space

Ngrreport Station

Noil, 60.
I;:Z/u;rgo rt;ytc;;; tsf;z;(/)%.to Torvehallerne (covered market a block
There isg tendency all over town to build everything in concrete
It looks n!ce here but also uniform, and the materials are cold an;j
stand—off/sh., It. negds some greenery. [...] | think we were much
tf))etter at building in the old days. The historic neighbourhoods
?ve way more chz.-)rm with their beautiful details and warm mate-
rials. Today we build too fast, and everything is about money.”

I“N;arreport has a spaceship-like quality and there
is something futuristic about the place. But these
are the things that make it feel lighter. The roofs
arg raised high and the facades are made in glass.
This makes Ngrreport seem open and gives it a
certain lightness and brightness. It's really not bad.

I.can barely remember what Ngrreport used to
be like, but then | didn’t spend much time here
and only saw the place in transit. Back then |
couldn’t see Ngrreport as a place | would have
wanted to spend any time in, but now | can and
| do, sometimes. Ngtreport has opened up, and
because there are few walls blocking the eye, | have
a good overview and | can see what's going on.”

Ker'ian. and Oliver, 35 and 9 moniﬁs.
Enjoying the sun while waiting for mom.

Ild ?ZZ’ Zf)ire/y remembgr what Narreport used to be like, but then
- thepelnd muc{; time here and only saw the place in transit.
L n couldﬁ ts'ee Ngrreport as a place | would have want-

0 spend any time in, but now | can and | do, sometimes.”
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Israels Plads:
Copenhagen’s biggest urban carpet

The history of Israels Plads reflects the history of
Copenhagen’s transformations. This central plaza
was once where the city ended in a ring of protec-
tive fortifications. As the city gradually extended,
the plaza became a vibrant market square — until
the 50s, when it was turned into a lifeless car
park. With the renovation the idea is to celebrate
the significance and the history of Israels Plads
and revitalize it, turning it into a vibrant, diverse
plaza for all kinds of people and activities. The
surface of the new plaza is elevated above the
existing street like a new urban carpet. It hovers
over the many cars that used to dominate Israels
Plads and are now placed in the basement. The
cars are literally swept under the rug of the new
urban living room.
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Parking 50s—-90s.

|sraels Plads

From Infrastructure to Public Space

From fortification to public plaza

As Copenhagen extended beyond the original ring
of fortifications, Israels Plads was defined by a
structure of city blocks that separated it from the
Botanical Garden and a continuous green structure
of embankments.

Since then, the plaza has changed function
several times. Until 1958, the plaza was home of
Grgnttorvet, Copenhagen's lively vegetable mat-
ket. When the market moved away, a number of
smaller vegetable and flower stands remained. But
with the changing mentality of the 50s and 60s —

when droves of people who had moved out of the

mute by car — the pressure to find
parking spaces for the many new cars increased,
and eventually, Israels Plads was turned into @
huge lifeless car park.

In 1973, the car park on
turned inte an underground park
the plaza was transformed into a
2011, there was another initiative to revi ,
square. Two covered market halls were opened .m
the northern end of the plaza, revitalizing the his-
torical role of Israels Plads as a modern, trendy \{eg-
etable market. The market returned o its origins:

pegan to com

|sraels Plads was
ing facility, and
football field. in
talize the

From Infrastructure to Public Space

Plaza for leisure and sport 2015.

Israels Plads
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From Infrastructure to Public Space Israels Plads 79
|sraels Plads

A few of the large trees from
the neighbouring park continue
into the plaza, creating a transi-
tion between city and nature.

] |i The plaza is programmed as @
"|I diverse public space for leisure,
i i culture, activity, and public

’ events.

A new urban surface is folded
over the former car park to
define it as a new public plaza.

The cars that used to dominate

the area are placed in an
underground car park, leaving
the street level free for people.

Israels Plads: an urban carpet of activity
Israels Plads is Copenhagen's new plaza, a place
that unfolds and invites people in. The plaza is
designed as a folded urban surface floating above
ground and thus defining the public space. The
Plaza works as a transition between two worlds,
the city and the park. The landscape character of
the neighbouring park continues into the plaza in
the form of organic patterns of trees.

Towards the east and west, the plaza is raised
Up and folded to provide niches. in addition, the
Dl.aza has a sculptural expression that refers to its
Nistorical past as part of the fortifications.

The surface or carpet functions as a large urban
playground and a space for activity. On the surface,
unique facilities have been created to generate
inspiration and space for many different kinds of
activity. For example, the cut-outs feature round
bench formations under the tree crowns, where
people can observe the life unfolding on the plaza.
There is a green oasis next to the neighbouring
school, and generous lowered areas for ball games
and play are designed in rounded formations.

From Infrastructure to Public Space
i 3 - .
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From Infrastructure to Public Space

 past, Israels Plads was a
market square — a social

“for all Copenhageners.Today
‘once again become a public
ing place and the playground
ree different schools.

In the 1950s, hundreds of
vegetable stands occupied
the plaza. Grgnttorvet was the
busiest grocery market in the
city — a very lively place.

Vegetable market at Israels Plads, 1952.




Historically, Israels Plads

is a transition between city
and nature. This is where the
green belt of parkscapes meet

the Copenhagen city blocks.
In ordet to embrace both
conditions, the urban surface

of the plaza is interrupted
by clusters of circular
green pockets spreading
from the neighbouring H.C.
@rstedsparken.

“|,‘£‘_
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For architects, social media = i -
have become an important {/
tool for self-analysis. Is the " k
e
L =

architecture working as
intended? Are people occupying
it as imagined, or have new
and surprising uses taken
shape? This enables a wider
evaluation than that provided
by a distinguished architecture
critic in a newspaper.

#israelsplads

@need_and_love @epeeters

@julie_v_cph

@vikkeview

@patrickpankalla

@copenhagenbykat

m

@hoff_snaps =
@insidecph

@epeeters




We want a city like this one!




A Dialogue with Jan Gehl
We want a city like this one!

Jan Gehl is a great inspiration. His 40 years of gxten-
sive research on life in public space offers ncfh |n-.|n
sights into how to create cities for [‘Jeople.by ocui g
on the relationship between the built environmen

lity of life. |
ange?:irghitects offers expertise'in the flglds of ;
architecture, urban design, and city planning base

on analysis driven by Public Space EubHc Life S;tra:t-}
egies, Public Space and Street Design, and Master- .

lanning Frameworks. | ‘ |
i Gehl Architects has participated in projects in over

50 countries and 250 cities around the world.kCCl;Ii:[
ents include the City of Copenhagen, New Yor Ci{y
Department of Transportation (DOT), I\{\elbourgr:eHove
Council, Energy Foundation China, Br|ghton i
City Council in the UK, Christchurc?h City CounCOW
in New Zealand, and Genplan Institute of Moscow,

among many others.
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“We think in pictures, but pictures are two-dimensional. Their
appeal is sculptural. This, howgver, has nothing to do with
architecture. Good architecture reflects the interplay between
form and life; and life is much more difficult to study than form.
In a manner of speaking, you cannot simply put it on a formula.

Decent architecture will only emerge when life and form merge
in an appropriate manner.”

Dan Stubbergaard: A lot of people still view the architect as an artist, the aesthete
who knows what is attractive and what is ugly. You, however, have taken an analytical
approach through the years. You consider the concrete needs of the site and the city.
You look at the specifics and what is individual, something that has inspired me per-
sonally and us at Cobe as an architectural firm. Shouldn't architecture, as a whole,
move away from the artistic and more toward the concrete?

Jan Gehl: There are two things that influence contemporary architecture. One is globali-
zation and everything that comes with it. We are able to transmit pictures of what we're
doing to the whole world whenever we want to, just to impress each other and to get
awards or recognition. The other is the social changes we are seeing: explosive urban
growth along with the demand for more housing of better quality that should preferably

~ combine the functional with the aesthetic — though | might say, the picturesque. But

it's true, that architecture has been way too focused on form. It also has something
to do with our modes of communication; as an English architecture critic once put
it: the photo. We think in pictures, but pictures are two-dimensional. Their appeal
is sculptural, This, however, has nothing to do with architecture. Good architecture
reflects the interplay between form and life; and life is much more difficult to study
than form. In a manner of speaking, you cannot simply put it on a formula. Decent
architecture will only emerge when life and form merge in an appropriate manner.

DS: A lot has happened during your more than forty-year career as an architect. At
the start you were an outsider viewed with some degree of skepticism, because you
insisted life should be studied, and that there should be a scientific, analytic approach.
Nowadays a lot of people have seen the light, those who once clung to isms and
viewed architecture as a strictly aesthetic discipline. Now you and your approach have
been recognized around the world. But how can we take a measure of architecture,
of urban space, of city planners? Evaluate life within and around buildings? How can
art;hitecture be backed by evidence used to convince our politicians that if they do
thlpgs the right way, we will get better housing, institutions, towns, and even happier
children, teachers, citizens? After all, what it boils down to is them.

JQ: What we now know from countless studies —and | have been involved in some of them
~Is that the physical framework plays an incredible role in how these lives will unfold.

?::“That's why we architects play an important role, even though our profession is
N8 a squeeze and the economic boundaries are getting more and more narrow.
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IG: Absolutely! There's an old quote by Winston Churchill: “We shape ouf build-
ings, and thereafter they shape us.” First we shape the cities, and then they shape
us, to paraphrase him, but the message is still the same. In short: everything we
puild has significant influence on our lives and daily routines. {nfluence on our and
our children’s contentment and development. Also, on the increasing segment of
elderly, who form a whole new focal point within architecture and urban planning.
There were very few elderly in the towns of yesterday, but if we take Japan as an
ly fifty percent of the population. In other words:
d by new challenges we must address and find
bit as dynamic as the world around us. As part
Kk ourselves whether we address the problems

example, they account for near
architecture is continually confronte
appropriate solutions for. 1t is every
of the profession we must constantly as
society confronts us with.

DS: We shouldn't be t00 pessimistic, though, because many contemporary architects
will agree with your analysis, especially here in Copenhagen, @ city that in my lifetime
alone has seen colossal change — for the betier.

JG: This transformation happened mainly due to qualified feedback on the things
that were built. It's a fact. A former Copenhagen mayor once wrote: If we had not
had surveys about the life of the city, from schools of architecture and others, we
politicians would never have had the inclination to modernize Copenhagen towards
becoming one of the best cities in the world. Surveys about what has worked and
what has not have given them the tools for making bold decisions. When some have
opposed them and said we should have more roads and cars in the city, politicians
were able to put analyses on the table, offering documentation that pbiking and mass
transport make traffic more efficient. These types of surveys are an absolute necessity
for our politicians. It enables them to weigh options against one another and carry
out what could be called enlightened politics. This practice has also spread to other

parts of the world.

“Today, Copenhagen is held

up as a model all around the
world. Many other major cities
talk about Copenhagenizing
themselves, even if many won't
admit it. | had a visiting dele-
gation from New York and as
they were leaving they whis-
pered: ‘We want a city like this
one!’ Later they moved traffic
away from Times Square and
made bike paths.”

openhagen. |f you've seen the Acropolis
here. Copenhagen, on the other hand,
experience the life and atmosphere of
or the main attraction of Copenhagen;

DS: | think there's something striking about C
in Athens once, then you've pasically been t
wants people, especially tourists, to return and
the city. It's not just one structure that's jconic
rather, it's the city as a whole.

been two ways to market — or brand, as we now call it

JG: For many years there have
haracteristic or ynusual

_ acity. One way was togeta celebrity architect to designac
pbuilding, a signature structure.

DS: Frank Gehry's Guggenheim Museum in Bilbao, for instance.

1G: Precisely! The Bilbao Effect. The other way is to focus on the city as a whole. It's
peen the case in Barcelona, Lyon, Strashourg, Copenhagen ... To put it bluntly: Bilbao
got some nice postcards out of it. Residents of the city might go to the museum onceé
a year; tourists spend a couple of days there; whereas in the cities that have focused
on the larger whole, architecture means something to everybody, every single day.
The transformation stands out in Copenhagen, put it is the resuit of a long struggle
involving traffic versus urban lifestyle. Today, Copenhagen is held up as @ mode! all
around the world. Many other maijor cities talk about Copenhageniz'\ng themselves:

admit it. | had a visiting delegation from New York and as they

even if many won't :
were leaving they whispered: “We want a city like this one!” Later they moved traffic
lished moré

away from Times square and made bike paths. Now New York has estab
than 50 spots with new urban spaces to allow more room for an urban lifestyle-

. ?
DS: Why is it important for architects to become involved in these kinds of processes:

Dialogue
Jan Gehl
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Gehl Archi
rchitects case on Tmes Square — from traffic jam to open plaza for people

JG: Beca i iti

o auls:t |trr1] atdldltlon to all the changes we encounter in society and as peopl

ety tm?e;sl (r:]onst;;nt and permanent, things we architects know qui’?e apbi

' . ave browsed through my book, Li

L. Y . ' . , Life Between Buildi i

B ;S fifty years old, and in which | give an elementary depictio/:lgs;c V;’]h'Ch
mans — and comportment in the city, where we like to be s

DS: The eye needs somethi
: ething to lo
B g, g ok at. | remember that sentence as if I'd read it |

JG: ... Exactly. I've often leafed throu 4

e gh what's now a fairly old book to d i

i beca)/if;lenij;zut:;e updated or added, and frankly: there really isn't aelzjmlnr:; ‘
QR ocnse we o X tr:ng about homo sapiens. You find the same species that is.
R end has ?se—and—those senses manoeuvring around the city. Sure
it tosi? cultural expression; some women wear head scarV(.as. Bu‘é
et ,Swe all share the same biological history, from one corner II
Bl oo i oo G o there are lots of things that are elementary and univer- |
ke Chal; reTInIand and down in Australia. Many people claim digital
Ak Wie a?l that, that cyberspace wili make public space obsolete
B e stu\g.l | manoeuvre through the city with our faces glued to ou;
iy s I;Z :Z\Te a;JII parts. of th'e world indicate the opposite; that
also experienced an increased focus oer?rp]n:,\t’)[ltir(]:ess;lancge el devclopments, we fhave

DS: So -
: 90 physical closeness wi
: ss will becom { .
count : € even more s
erweight to increased insular behaviour? important in the digital age, as 2

JG: To be
sure; mu i
that it was 4 e aszr;nEch more important. The mayor of Bogota once said to m
ow we know ivi iti ; |
more about the living conditions of mountain |
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“| pelieve people aré generally
very receptive to development
and change, and politicians aré
pasically good at listening to
their constituents. It’s the pool
of investors who are dragging
their feet, and, to @ degree, ur-
ban planners and architects.”

wWhat can frighten me aré
short-sighted political solu-
tions. Making big cars even

blgger’ a”OWIng more cars mto That's why it's nice to have reached my age. After nearly

the city, and generally moving

away from the path of sustain-

ability we have just begun to

explore. The scales can easily
tip when you constantly have
consider the balance between

a green, healthy, humane city  liffeof and in thecity,

on the one hand and the Los
Angeles model with loads of
motor traffic on the other.”

Jan Geh!

do about the urban conditions of us
g, as we aré about to

|e before 2050. And

gorillas, Siberian tigers and whales than we
humans. ltwas a serious message with a humorous sugar coatin
be building cities that will be accommodating seven billion peop
in truth, there are a lot of things we are basically unaware of.

DS: Is it us, the architects who are not good enough? Oris it the politicians?
1G: That's a good question. | pelieve people are generally very receptive 10 development
and change, and politicians are pasically good at listening to their constituents. 1's
the pool of investors who are dragging their feet, and, fo 2 degree, urban planners

and architects. Significant focus has been placed upon housing, housing complexes,

and shopping centres — on a major scale. These types of projects often start off in
t ambitions, but along the way — and especially when
fit at the end of

the right direction, with grea
construction begins — investors divert their attention to turning a pro

the day. Too many compromises are made.

“Copenhagenize” earlier: that is, how other cities copy

some of the initiatives taken here in Copenhagen. But can project concepts simply
lace to another? If we look at New York, where you have

different city with a wholly different political set-up.

DS: You mentioned the word

pe fransferred from one p
worked, we see @ completely

ent: you can measure whether things

JG: There are two elements to this. One is evid
s can be doc-

work or not. We know that good bicycle paths attract more cyclists. Thi
umented. The same holds true for other factors of urban planning. Specific changes
have specific consequences, No matter where you are in the world. The other element
is that change takes time. 1t always begins with a new way to look at the world, and
the vision must then be translated info a project that has to find its way through the
political machinery, whether you are in New York, Moscow oF somewhere else. Changing
the mindset is a prerequisite for changing cities. That is what happened in Copenhagen

and other Danish towns where they have achieved good results.

DS: But it takes a huge amount of time.
n overnight. Change takes time and demands patience.
half a century in the profession,

e to see what has worked and what has not. Here in Denmark, including in
dvantages of getting an early start.

JG: 1t certainly doesn't happe

one is abl
Copenhagen, we have enjoyed the &

fove living in Copenhagen. | bike through

DS: Are there things that worry you? You se€, |
ots and

the city to work and enjoy it. There's water, the harbour, there are fantastic sp
all in all a great dynamism. | wonder whether developments could turn towards the

10 negative? Could liveable Copenhagen revert back to the opposite?

1G: It's difficult to provide a definitive answer. On the one hand, knowledge about the

and about what works, what doesn't, is the same as knowledge
ate walls, we cut the heating bill. That's pure science,
', about life in the city, about
is perspective
e are

about insutation. {f we insul
hard facts. Today we know a lot about ‘cities for peopl
traffic and about urban habits, about comportment in the city. From th
| am optimistic, because this knowledge will not be lost. What can frighten M

short-sighted political solutions. Making big cars even bigger, allowing moré gars
into the city, and generally moving away fro ave just

m the path of sustainability we h
begun to explore. The scales can easily tip when you constantly have to consider the
balance between a green, healthy, humane city on the one hand and the Los Angeles
mode! with oads of motor traffic on the other.

dsogtn X~
a victim of your own success. Take Copenhagen as an €

DS: You also can become
f new people resulting in greater density, and ¥

ample, with a big influx o

he ensuing
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dlju;}/d;ng a tqwer Is one. of the easiest things in the world to
an,d ut to build somgth/ng on a smaller scale, at street level
ensure that daylight comes into the rooms, is a significa,nt/y

greater challenge.”

Wlatc se lpWCES sn't there a sk that any o teeSUtSWe aVeaCh|eVed

JG: i i

o z:lirf certainly is real reason for worry. Given the nature of the issue, howev

s Thieon wohuid not be bad architecture and urban planning just to scz;re peo eiry

e \.Nork ss T.tlailenges.@nt ha\ie architectonic solutions; only political solutic[:ne

il v O.f p?ol- IC?i ?ecgsnon—makmg must ensure that there’s always an adequatz

jects for buildings average peo le ive i

i : ple can live in and afford. It is | -

“ S(c;Cil;trban ir;i.prolvement must never lead to a situation in which weaker nsielrr:gzrr
y are displaced. The ambition must i 3

e i be to create the best city possible, with

EeSr.‘hL;gt;ngeoazzcr:ct)itiopuIation density. i\/lore than one thousand people move to Co-
A a, snd the numbe.r is.expected to rise. Now comes the question
e ls you. | Igve a city like New York, a lively, diversified metropolis
e g tr;atn.iver think about the blasts of wind at street corners, caused
e yé,u e thiis ;aa; ::E:]enj[ely dense city. If you look fifty years into the
R e e p g to Copenhagen? That s, increased density as a

JG: i ili i
yearIS a|rrr]i r1:31r|y .falmiliar with New York. Our firm worked over there for a number of
Greer.]WiCh }\l/ﬁlpaigeion, ;h_? .rti)iost charming parts of New York are areas like Chinatown

and Tribeca, not the areas whe :
B . . : re there are a lot of tall buildi
r:garf;iherzpots' with a mix of architecture. There have been a number of survillsldngs’
e O:gMaenr;]ng, and they |nijicate greater population density in Barcelona zr Pzriz
R toa an. | am a big proponent of what we might call intelligent densit
g senseies§ density. The latter is the lazy architect's contribution to thi
s bUi|d20mei:i. Building a tower is one of the easiest things in the world to do, but
: ng on a smaller scale, at street level, and ’

. 381 ; - ensu i

into the rooms, is a significantly greater challenge. IOt

DS: - i
S: So you're not really afraid of excessive density?

JG: No, no i
e togett}fzrai[ir.\a?]n th,e contrairy. We will be building structures three or four times
o we've prevmusiy done. Until now, we have used a lot of space
B e \;Ve mwet: canriot contin.ue to do so if the inflow of people continues
e b;es Eoiitiijue to bike and not go back to being a city with a Io”c
B bung dijflf]dlng on the basis of cheap fossil fuels for 50 years, and
ey | l' erently. Cop.enhagen feels a strong wind from the North
e psectrl s is not a good idea in my view. We see this out in @restaden
i o thion .Of Copenhagen still in s development phase - Ed.), which
enter, Wo o, (? Wliidbl.owri pait of town. We need to progress in a different
ght to find inspiration in cities such as Venice, Barcelona, Paris, but

We architect
s need to work
S0 : much hard ‘ : .
Mething | ook forward to er than ever before to achieve this. And this is
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